
GENERAL STEPS TO ENROLL STUDENTS

HOW TO REGISTER
YOUR CHILD FOR

SCHOOL

Go to your school district’s webpage
to check out their registration process
and requirements.

Gather your required documents
Some of the requirements in all
districts are:

An updated vaccination records (see
required)

1.

A physical exam completed within the
last year 

2.

Proof of a Tuberculosis Test  (TB test) in
the last year 

3.

Child’s birth certificate or passport4.
Parent(s)’ photo ID (Passport, License,
Work Permit)

5.

Proof of residency (apartment lease,
etc.) 

6.

Most recent school records and transfer
card from last school if child was
previously in a U.S. School

7.

If you don’t have insurance, find your
local health department on the List of
New Jersey Health Departments by
County. They may be able to schedule a
vaccination appointment if you need it;
however, you may have to wait for
weeks for your appointment. 
If you have insurance, you can call a
medical office and schedule an
appointment for vaccinations, school
physical exams, etc. CamCare (Camden
County), CompleteCare (Atlantic,
Burlington, Cumberland, Gloucester);
Inspira (Cumberland, Gloucester, Salem);
Southern Jersey Family Medical Centers

You may be required to create an
online account, and they may send
verification emails to your email
account. Always check your email.

If they require you to upload
documents to submit your
application but you don’t them on
your computer, you can take photos
on your phone, email them to
yourself, download them on your
computer, and upload them to the
application portal. 

If meeting with the school is
required, call the school district’s
board office or the school itself to
schedule an appointment. Bring all
your documents with you!

Complete any required online
registration forms. 

Ask for the following: 
Free and reduced lunch application or
the online link so that you can apply.

1.

Parent Portal link and log in
instructions so that you can access
your student’s grades, school updates,
etc.

2.

The number or email for who to
contact if your child must be absent. 

3.

The annual school calendar with
important dates.

4.

Wait for the bus and enjoy your first
day of school!

https://www.nj.gov/health/lh/documents/LocalHealthDirectory.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/health/lh/documents/LocalHealthDirectory.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/health/lh/documents/LocalHealthDirectory.pdf


IMPORTANT THINGS TO REMEMBER ABOUT ENROLLING
YOUR CHILD IN SCHOOL

The school year in New Jersey starts in September after Labor Day (1st Monday in
September). Depending on the grade level, American school days normally start around 7
or 8 a.m. and close around 2:15 or 3:15 p.m.

Sometimes, students can start within a week or two. Depending on various factors (gaps in
schooling, missing medical documentation, etc.), it could take a few weeks longer.

Some districts want you to come to the school to complete a paper application, while other
districts allow you to complete the entire process online. There are also other districts that
ask you to complete part of the registration online and complete the rest at school. Ask
your school what their registration process is.

Some districts do not offer transportation, and many districts will not provide
transportation for students who live within 1 to 2 miles of their school. 

Some school districts may not have a middle school (lower secondary/intermediate school
for grades 6 or 7-8) or a high school (upper secondary school for grades 9-12). In this case,
students may be assigned to attend high school in a neighboring district. 

Some, not all, school districts have half-day or full-day Pre-K for 4-year-olds. Many districts
DON’T have a 3-year-old Pre-K program. See Page 3 for more information and options
about daycare, preschool, and aftercare.
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Child Care Options for Children 3 or 4 Years Old
Free daycare at Acelero and other Head Start
programs. 
Various fee-based, licensed full-day daycare. These
can be expensive but a subsidy may be available.
Preschool (Pre-K-3/Pre-K-4) in local school district

Space may be limited, and registration may be
done by lottery anywhere between late
January and early April of the school year
before the child should start.
For Pre-K-3 child must be 3 by Oct. 1st; for
Pre-K-4 child must be 4 by Oct. 1

Before & Aftercare Options for Elementary
School

Many schools offer before and after care either at
the school or in connection with another local
childcare program. These programs are fee-based. 
Before care normally starts between 6:30 and 7:30
a.m. until school starts; aftercare normally starts
after school ends until 5:30 or 6 p.m.

DAYCARE, PRESCHOOL, AND BEFORE AND AFTERCARE ENROLLMENT

Child Care Options for Children 0-2 years old
Free day care at Acelero and other Early Head
Start Programs.

Various fee-based, licensed day care both in
centers and in home
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Some preschool programs are only
open for half-day care.

Some preschool and daycare programs
close around 2 or 3 p.m. and do not
offer aftercare.

Do a Google search to find the phone
number for free programs (Acelero,
Head Start, etc.) or paid child carethe
number for your local center to find out
hours of operation and registration
information.

A childcare subsidy may be available for
paid daycares and for before and
aftercare for children up to 13 years
old. There are specific requirements, so
Google search for your county’s Child
Care Resource and Referral agency, and
contact them to learn about
requirements, how to apply. You can
also request a list of local childcare
centers. 

Some close early and do not have
aftercare, so call Google search the
number for your local center to find out
hours of operation and registration
information.



RESOURCE LINKS

HOW TO REGISTER
YOUR CHILD FOR

SCHOOL

Child Care Resource And Referral Agencies Listed by County

Child Care Subsidy Brochure w/Requirements

How to Request an Evaluation for Your Child If You are Concerned
That They Might Learn Differently or If They Were Previously
Diagnosed

How to Apply for College

Fact Sheet for English Language Learning Students and Parents

CAMCare Health - Locations in Camden County - - 856-583-2400

CompleteCare Medical Locations (Burlington, Cape May, Cumberland,
and Gloucester Counties) -856- 451-4700

Southern Jersey Family Medical Centers - Locations 
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